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The New Art Gallery Walsall
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Bob says...

Wow the archive gallery looks great. | am eager to see it in person.

It was wonderful last week to visit the Museum of Everything with Neil Lebeter and
Jo Digger. We met James Brett the inspirational collector who made the Museum

of Everything a reality. For those not in the know the Museum of Everything is an
exhibition of what for want of a better term has been called ‘outsider art’. It’s been
the smash hit of the autumn and it’s free. Its early days but | hope to collaborate with
James on a project next year.

Later in the afternoon we visited the Wild Thing show at the Royal Academy. It was
great to visit the show with Jo Digger who is so insightful about Epstein’s work. Jo
went into a very detailed explanation of the drawings which lead up to the Rock Dirill
many of which suggest a kind of hybrid object involving all sorts of other elements
including women and doves. After that Jo and Neil joined me at Beaconsfield, 22
Newport Street, where | have a show called This Artist is Deeply Dangerous.

| went to Chris Ofili’'s show at Tate Britain last night. Ofili is an artist who is deeply
interested in Art and culture that resides outside the mainstream. Ofili’'s show is in-
credible. It made me think that in painting terms he is as powerful as Francis Bacon.
He is way beyond any other painter around just now.

Followers of Museums and their Directors will note that Walsall's Stephen Snoddy
was pretty involved in Ofili’s early career.

10 years of the New Art Gallery Walsall is celebrated early next month with the exhi-
bition ‘Party’. Neil and | will perform our play about Epstein using the puppet theatre
and my band The Ken Ardley Playboys are going to play. Bring cotton wool for your
ears. It's good to reflect upon the importance of the Garman Ryan Collection and
note that the whole New Art Gallery Walsall would never have existed but for the
foresight of Kathleen Garman and her friend Sally Ryan and the gift of their collec-
tion to Walsall.
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