TRAVELLING SHOW

We hitch up with the Museum of Everything on its 3,500km
trip across Russia in search of undiscovered artists
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Equally tantalising is the prospect of what
was to have been the exhidivion renue
sself, 3 eemporary pavilion by Shigene
Ban, whese tradesark is comtructing
buildings out of paper. On paper, a5 it
were, Ban's dovign looks fantastic: les
swooping, parsbolic forms focl cffortless
aad dynamic, yet at the same time
MANIPS 00 wgpest 2 peaceful, almest
closseered atmonphere. Oa visiting
the actual sine, though, there’s basically
nothing to see, Despite the comstruction
otiginally being schodulod for completicn
soom, at the time of wrating caly
the coment foundations are in place.
Actually, what's most interesting abeut
the sive is what you don’t see, mamely,
the former, famously insalubrious
fQairgrowad arca known as Luna Park.
1’5 all been demelinhed as part of Garage's
opic regeneration project - reahaping
the entire castern swathe of Goeky Park to
once again ssake it safc for family use, and
converting visioes derclict buildings into
gallery spaces that willl rival Taze Modern
in size. And yet, all around the perimseser,
there are strange, wintful traces of its
previoss incarnacion: woeden plexiuse
beass that have boen unceremoniously
Junked; 2 tanghe of coloured lights caught
in a hadge: 2 hand-painted sagn advertising
duck feed. It all feels slighely ironic - this
displacement of low-cnd, tacky objects o
make way for 2 high-concept, Migh-spec,
big-moncy building project, only fee
the sl rewale to end up housing the
Muscum of Everythings own celebeation
of weird, funky, fringe cultuee.
Fee Aston Belov, the direcsor of
Garage, though, Ban’s paper parilion
B maore important conmotationd. “It is
a light, fluid space, all about connections
and the movement of ideas. The opposite
of the staffy, heavy exhibition spaces
people often cxpect in Russian museuns,”
he says. *You see, for many Rustiass nalve
art is what they see when they go 1o their
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granny’s house for the sammer. So we
have 8o show that this exhibition Is
something different, that it it something
ncw, and that it comes from all of Rusis,
and is not just concentrated in Moscow.”

Thiis sdea, that cutsider ast is
somathing that can, perhupn weaquely,
speak for all of Russia, is key. In Kazan,
the Museum of Everything's judging
panc is jowmed for a day by Alexei
Tuschin, 2 Moscow-based collector of
nalve art, who has seen the market grow
significancly in the pase few years. Ity 2
cheap way of collecting contessporary an,”
he admsies, st 3 timse when there are
no really major Russias artists still active.
But what's interesting Is that madve 2ot
is being bought by the same people who
befoce were dealing i antiques 3ad kons,
$0 there's 3 sense that it could be a souece
of somcthang big for Russia, something
we can becomse known for, bike icons,
or abstrace act in the 19208

s Kxran, however, the source Is
proving hard 10 locase. 1€y 2 strange,
lagubrious city. For exassple, all the food
in the shop i out of dase. And char'sa
pretry good metaphor for the whele place,
the pervasive focking of being cut of dace,
out of time, out of the loop. You might
thank that this, combinad with its msix
of Orshodeny and Islam, would ereae ideal
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condigions to incubate cunsider talent.
But despite 2l the uual press promotion,
astendance is thin, and caly two more
artists arc added 10 the final Moscow ke,
"I's ericky,” Brost sayy, “bocanse the sore
of people you want to come are also those
Ieast likely to be connacted to the modern
world. No onc is complerely isolated,
though. Semecone will have come across
a great archsz, and will speead the word
about ux. Bt i takes chme.'
Thisgs pick wp, thaakfully, in Nizhay
Novgorod. There's an clderly man
who prodeces hendeeds of imricate,
scat indecipherable drawings che size
of pestage stasegs; and 2 stroct sweeper
who obsessively dephoes ebscure, whisssical
snippets of milszary history, sech as a Nazi
sobdicr taking 3 sip of Russian vedka and
suddenly realising bhe’s fighting for the
wroeg vide, Bost of all, and somecne that
Beett comaiders a major discovery, is 2 man
who for the pase 1q years hat been making
1 daily paincing of the Jocal weather,
in ordes 2o prowe, across the thowsands
and thousands of besutifl rewulting
images, deep pacterns and coerclations.
Perhaps the difference is the location.
The museum is parked in the citys
kremlin, where 2 constant stream
of newlywads come o the charch foe
a blessing, with somes of that good luck
incvitably rubbing off. More prossically,
the lkcliont cxplanacion is simply thae
word is starting to speead. Cersainly,
the focling at the museas is that chings
are on a roll and thar with work
of such quality in the final exhibizion,
they really mighe be able to chusge the
percepeion, the vory imstitution of art is
Russia. And in 2 councry so unemaginably
vast, with such remote regiont, this is
just the start of chings. As Turchin
rather nicely pats it, “There's a Klondike
of undiscovered artists out there.
This is just the Srst erickle of gold." %
L,



